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Northern Practitioners Meet With MLA’s  IN THIS ISSUE

In response to concerns raised by 
Northern BC ROWPs about recent 
changes to the Sewerage System 
Regulation, MLA’s John Rustad and 
Minister Pat Bell (Minister of Forests 
and Range) arranged a meeting 
September 14th in Prince George, 
wherein the Ministry of Healthy 
Living and Sport heard directly from 
the ROWPs and Professionals.

The meeting, organized by MoHLS, 
notifi ed practitioners in the north 
four days before the meeting date 
during the busy building season. 
Despite the short notice, the meeting 
was well attended by approximately 
20 practitioners and other represen-
tatives of the industry. 

MoHLS staff  members Tim Lambert, 
Executive Director Health protection, 
Michael Zemanek, Director Healthy 
Community Environments, and John 
Leech Executive Director ASTTBC 
attended the meeting to answer the 
ROWP’s questions and hear their 
concerns. 

The issues raised by ROWPs included:
Changes to regulations in mid • 
season
Inappropriate setbacks to  well • 
from holding tanks and septic 
tank
The eff ect of TILMA and • 
devaluation of ROWP
Little or no enforcement of the • 
regulation by the government
Little or no support of the • 

industry by government
Ministry staff  were quick to defend 
their changes to the regulation, 
stating the changes were needed 
to protect drinking water using 
the new setback criteria and to 
satisfy Union of British Columbia 
Municipalities demand for home 
owner installations. 

John Rustadt MLA stated that he was 
very unhappy with changes to the 
regulation in mid season as they were 
very disruptive to the industry and 
Practitioners, and that he would be 
raising this issue with Minister Chong. 

Many of the attending Practitioners 
expressed concern with the setback 
as unworkable and too restrictive. 
Minister Bell stated that “we will be 
having another look at this, I have 
raised this issue with my colleagues; 
if I had to do this on my property I 
may not be able to.” 

With respect to TILMA, Mr. John 
Leech stated that this did not open 
a fl ood gate and that ASTTBC was 
using an inspection process (Practice 
review) to monitor all new ROWPs.  

The Practitioners attending 
expressed frustration at the lowering 
of ASTTBC experiential requirements 
from 15-20 system installations and 
two year’s experience in the fi eld, to 
5 system installations and a single 
practice assessment by ASTTBC staff .                          

contd >>



IN  APPRECIATION

Denman Health Centre Society, a registered 
charity, wishes to gratefully acknowledge the 
public-spirited contributions of the following 
businesses in the provision of the sewage dis-
posal system for our community-owned facility 
on Denman Island:

ABC Precast & Ready Mix Ltd. 
Two 5455 Litre Tanks

H2O Environmental Ltd.  
Professional Design and Installation Services 

Pinnacle Environmental Technologies Inc. 
 MicroFast Treatment Plant

Many thanks for these acts of 
outstanding generosity.

During the meeting John Leech stated that the 
role of ASTTBC was to protect public interest, the 
consumer and enforce the ASTTBC code of ethics. 
When questions were raised regarding the interests 
of the industry especially Practitioners, Mr. Leech 
responded by suggesting that an “advocate body, 
perhaps BCOSSA, should take this role.”  Later in the 
meeting Minister Pat Bell  supported this approach. 

Within his summary, Minister Bell supported the 
work of all parties involved in the industry working 
to ensure the regulation is functional and eff ective. 
Minister Bell committed to working to improve 
the regulation and industry, raise the issues of the 
regulation changes, lack of compliance, enforcement, 
support and insurance. Minister. Bell recognized 
BCOSSAs work and encouraged MoHLS and ASTTBC 
to work with BCOSSA. Minister Bell continues to 
support the current regulatory model and believes in 
the professionalism of BC ROWPs. 

John Rowse
Executive Director, BCOSSA

Northern Practitioners Meet With MLA’s  

continued 
WA and BC approved
Easy handling
Factory pick up

PREMIER PLASTICS INC. • www.premierplastics.com • 8328 River Way Delta BC

1-800-661-4473 or
604-952-6686

Giles Environmental Engineering
On-Site Sewage Treatment and Disposal

Sewage Treatment and Disposal for Small Communities
Water Treatment – Environmental Site Assessment

George E. Giles, M. Eng., P. Eng.

2005 Sooke Lake Road, Shawnigan Lake B.C. V0R2W0
Tel: (250) 743-1822         e-mail: giles@gilesenviro.com
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20102010NEW PRODUCTS FORNEW PRODUCTS FOR

MCM Sales
Phone: 604-943-8512
Fax: 604-943-2738
Email: bradenm@telus.netContact: Braden Marshall

DECORATIVE STONES
With our decorative stones not
only do you achieve incredibly
realistic aesthetics, but unmatched
longevity in virtually any climate.
Polylok offers a wide varity of
sizes to fit your needs.

 

POLY-AIR: ACTIVATED
CARBON VENT COVERS
The Poly-Air is manufactured
to fit your existing pipe. Our
Standard size vent cover will fit
4" & 3" vents. The Poly-Air will
also fit 2" & 1.5" vents with our
optional reducer. AIR PUMPS: 

Polylok air pumps provide a
clean, oil free air source, which
is exceptionally quiet in oper-
ation and vibration free. Suitable
for continuous duty, they are
ideal for applications where
reliability is essential. 

    Application
    Ideas:
• sewage
   aeration
• aquatic
   oxygenation
• spa's/
   whirlpools
• water
   features

PRESSURE FILTER
FEATURES:
• Housing can be mounted directly onto the
   discharge end of any pump. No extra plumbing
   is necessary.
• Filters available in heavy duty stainless steel
   or reinforced plastic.  Both can use 100 micron
   sock for fine filtration. Micron socks are
   available in other sizes.
• Stainless steel filter has 1/16” diameter fil-
   tration, Plastic filter has 1/16" slotted filtration.
• Twist & Lok cover provides both watertightness
   and easy access for filter maintenance.
• Extension handle is available for deep
   installations.

Reinforced Plastic
Filter w/ Sock

Heavy Duty
Stainless Steel Filter

    Application Ideas:
• Sanitary Mound Systems
• Sand Filters
• Spray Irrigation Systems
• Drip Systems
• Pump Septic System
• Pressurized Chambered Systems
• Commercial Pressurized Systems

• Wastewater
    Treatment Systems
• Residential
    Pressurized Systems

Cut View

BENEFITS:
• Easy to install.
• Easy to service, less than five minutes.
• Low maintenance design due to vortex
   scrubbing action and open area.
• Protects pressurized systems from costly
   repairs.
• Lowers TSS, total suspended solids.
• Keeps distribution holes free of debris
   & extends drain field life.
• Protects with only minimal head-loss,
   approx. .225 psi. (approx. loss is half a foot)
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Denman is an island of around 50 square 
kilometers that is accessible by a ten minute 
ferry ride from Buckley Bay, an hour north of 

Nanaimo. It has 
approximately 
1,000 
permanent 
residents, 
and like 
many small 
communities 
it has to 
compete 
to maintain 
medical 
services on the 
island.

A few years 
ago the 
impending 

retirement of 
our resident physician raised the awareness that 
we needed to attract a new doctor to set up a 
practice here. We soon realized that our physical 
charms alone were not suffi  cient and that we 
needed to have a community medical clinic to 
make ourselves attractive to a new professional. 
The economics of a small medical practice within 
a limited population have compelled many 
communities, especially on islands, to create 
community owned facilities to help entice a 
doctor to locate there.

In typical island fashion some key volunteers 
quickly came forward. An acre of land was 
donated in the village area. The old house 
which had previously been used as a clinic was 
also donated and arrangements were made 
for moving it to the new location. A major 
fundraising drive was undertaken. Renovations 
were done to breathe new life into the old 
building, and to add two rooms for home care 
administration, public health nursing, counseling 
and other health related uses.
 

Many of us who live on Denman place a high 
value on the sense of community that exists here. 
There is an underlying and unstated feeling of 
comfort from being in a place where you can 
safely assume that if you ever need help there will 
be no shortage of eager, supportive, and skilled 
people to come to your aid. This applies whether 
the help needed is to cut a tree from the roof of 
your house or to provide solace in the presence of 
deep tragedy.
 

On the island it is understandable to think that 
our community is geographically defi ned by the 
surrounding water; that only islanders are part of 
our community (the Democratic Peoples’ Republic 
of Denmanistan). But, to me, when someone from 
“off shore” donates to our community they become 
a part of our community. This was brought home 
to me in the course of my involvement in the clinic 
project when I learned that all the elements of our 
sophisticated septic system were being donated 
to us. The land which was donated had been 
proposed to be used for a seniors’ housing project 
some years ago but it was stymied by “unpercable” 
ground and infl exible sewage regulations. Now 
the land could be made serviceable through 
improved technologies and enlightened 
regulatory reform. 

We were very grateful to have the donated 
professional design and installation services 
of our island expert, Steve Carballeira, of H2O 
Environmental Ltd., but we were overwhelmed 
to learn that, in addition, two large concrete 

Extended Community



tanks were being provided free of charge by ABC 
Precast and Ready Mix Ltd. together with a complete 
MicroFast sewage treatment system courtesy of Pinnacle 
Environmental Technologies Inc.  What made these 
latter two donations especially signifi cant is that the 
businesses that provided them are located in Nanaimo 
and Langley respectively. Extended Denman community 
indeed! Of course it was our local hero, Steve, who 
made the case to these suppliers that ours was a project 
worthy of their consideration. Nevertheless, we are 
deeply grateful that these good corporate citizens chose 
our island Health Centre as a recipient of their goodwill. 
 

It may be Bill Gates and Warren Buff et who get the 
headlines for corporate philanthropy, but it is the people 
behind businesses like H2O, ABC, and Pinnacle who 
exemplify it in our extended community and upon 
whom the health of our community, in so many ways, 
relies.

submitted by David Critchley
 for Denman Health Centre Society

CORRECTION NOTICE

A broadcast email was sent out in September 
notifying members of the BCOSSA 2011 

conference and tradeshow. 
 

Due to unforeseen confl icts with dates and 
location, the event has been changed.

Further details are available on page 11

Additional information will be posted to our 
website at www.bcossa.com 

We apologize for any inconvenience this may 
have caused.



6

The British Columbia Onsite Sewage Association 
(BCOSSA) played a role in the development of the 
May 30, 2005 Sewerage System Regulation (SSR). 
The SSR mandated that the existing and operating 
Westcoast Onsite Wastewater Training Centre, as 
administered by BCOSSA, conduct the education and 
training for the Registered Practitioners that ASTTBC 
would, in due course, register.

The SSR was conceived as a cooperative 
administration regulation wherein the respective 
Associations for the Authorized Persons would 
participate in monitoring their members, BCOSSA 
would continue in its education programs and the 
Health Authorities would reduce their existing levels 
of enforcement to an “audit” process. There would 
be, in eff ect, a cooperative framework between 
government and industry in the administration and 
enforcement of the new SSR. In eff ect, there would 
be a three “legged stool” consisting of education, 
licensing and enforcement supporting the industry 
and protecting public health.

The separation of roles within the regulation was 
designed to ensure a balanced approach and reduce 
the opportunity for any one stakeholder exercising 
too much power without checks and balances. 
Disappointingly, the enforcement leg of the 3-legged 
stool came off . The Health Authorities took the 
position that “if the regulation is industry reliance, 
then let industry do it and we are out of it.” 1

BCOSSA began the journey of representing its 
members and the industry-at-large raising our 
members concerns with the government and other 
stakeholders.

This process began with the development of a high 
level committee that included representation from 
the health authorities, ASTTBC, APEGBC and the 
Ministry of Health. The role of this committee was 
to ensure issues raised or problems arising from the 
administration of the regulation could be dealt with 
in a cooperative manner.   

This high level committee became the Sewerage 
System Leadership Council (SSLC) in late 2005 and 
increased its membership to include representative 

from the Union of BC Municipalities, Ministry of 
Municipal Aff airs and the Canadian Institute of Public 
Health Inspectors. 

The SSLC worked cooperatively making headway on 
a number of major issues regarding administration 
and accountabilities. Some of the issues could not 
be addressed without changes to government policy 
and/or legislation and the SSLC members made 
recommendations for these changes early in 2008.  

As a result of the reorganization of the ministry and 
the engagement of new staff , the last meeting of the 
SSLC was in the fall of 2008.

On behalf of its members, BCOSSA has continued to 
lobby the government on major items of concern.
The main concerns are summarized as follows.

Illegal Systems & Industry Value
Without any proper enforcement of the SSR under 
the Health Act (now the Public Health Act), many 
onsite systems were and are being installed by 
non-authorized persons and therefore, no fi lings, 
no compliance assurance to the Standard Practice 
Manual (SPM), no as-built drawings and no 
maintenance plans for these systems. According to 
statistics discovered by the Paper Audit conducted 
by the Sewerage System Leadership Council, the 
number of illegal system escalated tremendously.
 

Those in the industry who fulfi lled the requirements 
to become an Authorized Person, could not compete 
with the illegal systems and the public cried foul in 
that the Authorized Persons were “gouging”. With 
ASTTBC and APEGBC only able to sanction their 
members combined with the health authorities not 
issuing orders and tickets, the value of the industry 
to existing and future participants decreased.

This condition still exists and even recent changes 
to the SSR have not touched or addressed this 
problem. The new regulatory amendments will, in all 
likelihood, increase this problem.

Meanwhile, those who have been honourable and 
spent their time and money to become Authorized 
Persons are the ones who are being challenged 

History of BCOSSA Activities for the Industry 
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by their Association and have to spend time and 
money defending themselves while others go free to 
abandon the law with impunity
.

BCOSSA has strongly represented to government 
its opinions and thoughts on this problem. In May 
2006, again in 2007 and again in 2009 presented 
to government ideas and concepts, complete with 
work plans and budgets to address the installation of 
illegal systems. No action to date.

TILMA 
Alberta and the BC governments created an 
agreement that, in essence, states that if a person 
is licensed, certifi ed or registered in an occupation 
in either province, that person has the right to 
be licensed, certifi ed or registered in the other 
province for the same occupation with minimal to no 
obstructions. 

ASTTBC, having a confl ict of interest in the matter, at 
the request of the Ministry of Health Living and Sport, 
was contracted to create the processes wherein 
persons from Alberta can become Authorized 
Persons under the SSR.

BCOSSA objected strongly to this as BCOSSA had 
duties under the SSR for education. BCOSSA objected 
to the contract based on ASTTBC’s confl ict of interest 
position and lack of broad stakeholder representation 
in the TILMA discussions. The government did not 
appreciate BCOSSA’s position on the TILMA matter 
and carried on putting it in place even though the 
TILMA agreement allowed for fl exible approaches 
due to diff erences in licensing and regulation 
procedures and “exemptions” for a time.  

contd >>
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BCOSSA sought legal opinions as to its duty under 
the SSR and TILMA and carried out its duty as best 
as it could but the government rejected BCOSSA’s 
opinions as expressed on behalf of its membership.

Lack of Practitioners
The government and the Union of BC Municipalities 
(UBCM) complained to BCOSSA that there were 
not enough registered practitioners especially 
in the remoter areas of the province. BCOSSA 
responded by subsidizing and conducting courses 
and educational programs in remote areas such as 
Fort St. John in the north-east and in the Queen 
Charlottes in the north-west. BCOSSA conducted 
courses throughout the province in Prince George, 
Cranbrook, Nelson, Abbotsford, Victoria, Nanaimo 
and Kamloops.

BCOSSA educated, as at the end of 2009, over 1,533 
persons who have met the educational requirements 
for registered practitioner status. ROWP status is 
controlled by ASTTBC and they had registered at one 

point in time more then 560 persons. Today there are 
approximately 523 ROWPs plus 31 in training.

Experience Requirements for registration (historically 
a requirement of 15-20 systems) were addressed by 
asking ASTTBC to allow 2 for 1experience credits if 
BCOSSA off ered in-fi eld practical sessions. BCOSSA 
held in-fi eld practical sessions and ASTTBC gave the 
2 for 1 credit.

TILMA overruled all of that because a person living 
in BC can take the Alberta 4 - 6 day course in BC and 
receive a license from Alberta that they can then 
use to become and Authorized Person without any 
experience required.

That ended the in-fi eld practical sessions for 
BCOSSA. Once again BCOSSA took its concerns 
to the government. In December 2009, BCOSSA 
submitted to the government and to ASTTBC, 
a plan to have the curriculum contain in-fi eld 
practical sessions in conjunction with the in-class 

History of BCOSSA Activities for the Industry continued 

Solid State
Circuit
Board

ABS
Housing

4” Outlet
Hub

4” Inlet Hub

Turbulence
Inducer

UV Bulb
 Heavy Duty
 Long-Life

Quartz
Sleeve

Teflon
Cover

Dual-Pass
Design

NEMA 4x
Electrical
Enclosure
w/ Internal
Ballast

Simplified
Wiring

PL-UV1 UV Disinfection Unit
Your complete solution to meet even the most stringent environ-
mental permit requirements, the PL-UV1 UV Disinfection Unit
reduces bacteria levels from secondary effluent to achieve strict
water quality standards.

Features:
 Dual Pass design.
 Weatherproof electrical components.
 Long-life UV bulb.
 Easy to install.
 No chemical residual or harmful by-products.
 Low electrical usage.
 Inexpensive to install and operate.

Contact: Braden Marshall
MCM Sales
Phone: 604-943-8512
Fax: 604-943-2738
Email: bradenm@telus.net
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education. To date there has been no word from the 
government on this proposal.

The lack of Registered Practitioners has been 
pointed out to government as not being from a lack 
of BCOSSA doings its job. It appears to be the result 
of the lack of enforcement of illegal systems and a 
favour tilted to Alberta’s licensing practices. 

Homeowner Involvement
The Union of BC Municipalities wanted the 
homeowners to be able to install their own system 
as a cost saving measure. BCOSSA aided ASTTBC 
in changing their Policy Statement to allow for the 
ROWP to have oversight of homeowners. 

This apparently was not good enough as the recent 
SSR amendments has a clear provision for ROWPs 
to be able to have oversight of a homeowner. 
The wording would allow for a homeowner to 
conduct the site and soil assessment, install, repair, 
alter, replace and maintain their system under the 
supervision of an ROWP. The ROWP is to submit 
the fi ling and the Letter of Certifi cation with 
their seal and signature and thereby takes on all 
the responsibility of the work performed by the 
homeowner.

Cost of Systems
The government and UBCM pointed to BCOSSA as 
the source of driving up the costs of systems for the 
benefi t of its members and maybe even itself.

These cost increases were, according to government, 
caused by BCOSSA being too involved in the writing 
of the SPM and by controlling the public availability 
to ROWPs because BCOSSA charged too much for 
the courses and the courses were too long.

BCOSSA pointed out to government that the costs of 
systems in BC were pretty much the same in Alberta, 
Ontario and Nova Scotia.

The number of ROWPs are controlled by ASTTBC not 
BCOSSA as stated previously.

BCOSSA off ered $20,000 to UBCM to conduct a 
survey of costs. BCOSSA off ered UBCM to take up to 
8 sites that they selected from ratepayer’s complaints 
to investigate charges of price gouging. BCOSSA 
off ered to meet at the offi  ces of one of the 

members of the UBCM working group to go over  
site designs and costs. All of these off ers were given 
at the expense of BCOSSA.

In late 2008 and in early 2009, BCOSSA off ered, at 
its own expense, to streamline the SPM and address 
costs arising from the Linear Loading Rate tables.
None of these off ers were ever taken up.

Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM)
UBCM developed, through its Sewerage System 
Regulation Work Group, a group of local political 
leaders, a 17-point action plan to correct their 
perceived issues or problems with the Sewerage 
System Regulation and its administration. 

On May 22, 2009, BCOSSA gave a presentation 
to UBCM Sewerage System Working Group and 
addressed each of the 17 points that UBCM gave to 
the provincial government.

BCOSSA identifi ed that of the 17 it had addressed 
and completed 4, was weeks away from completing 
another 7 and had no role in resolving the remaining 
6.

BCOSSA provided the best insurance plan and costs 
to the industry after spending time and money in 
educating the insurance underwriters. This was done 
before ASTTBC developed their full program

BCOSSA off ered to the province and to UBCM, a 
cost free program of maintenance monitoring and 
a central registry for onsite systems, to address 
the enforcement of fi lings and installations and 
maintenance enforcement.

BCOSSA set up the Local Stakeholders Groups to 
provide a venue for industry, the public and local 
government to review local and common problems 
and recommend solutions.

None of these have received a response from 
government.

The Ministry
From May 30, 2005 to September 2008, the Ministry 
went through 14 diff erent people responsible for the 
Sewerage System Regulation.                         contd >>
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Many of these individuals had little or no experience 
with the onsite industry either functionally or 
administratively. 

As a result BCOSSA and others have had to re-
address the same issues several times.  In mid 2008, 
the Ministry had a new director responsible for the 
SSR in place and it took 6 months for that new team 
to settle into place. Since early 2009 the same 3 
persons have been in place and having impact on 
the SSR. As noted previously the SSLC has not met 
since 2008. 

Somewhere along the line the new people took the 
position that BCOSSA was the problem. They closed 
BCOSSA out of discussions as a stakeholder. After 
May 22, 2009 (after the UBCM meeting) BCOSSA has 
not been received or engaged with Ministry.

The Comptroller-General for the Province 
conducted an audit of BCOSSA and even had the 
RCMP investigate as well. One year has past since 
the Ministry initiated the audit and investigation. 
BCOSSA has not been advised of any inappropriate, 
illegal or criminal activities to date by BCOSSA or any 
Board of Director member.

The purpose of the audit and investigation appears 
to be solely to keep BCOSSA from exercising its role 
as a stakeholder in the industry. In short, someone 
did not like BCOSSA’s message about the state of the 
industry in BC.

ASTTBC
BCOSSA has a policy of assisting its members when 
they are under attack and they need help. 
BCOSSA has assisted its members with money to 
help pay costs of legal bills when the legal matter 
aff ects the membership as a whole and will resolve 
an issue to the benefi t of all. This support may not 
be appreciated by government or ASTTBC, but is of 
value to the industry at large in BC.

Education & Training
The current activities and about $40,000 of funding 
by the Ministry of Healthy Living & Sport to have 
BCWWA conduct an educational needs assessment, 
is nearing completion.

This activity has in essence verifi ed BCOSSA’s training 
standards, core competencies, learned outcomes 
and instructional in class hours. BCOSSA has met 
the regulatory mandate and the course content has 
met an appropriate standard to meet the needs for 
education and training.

Accountability
As pointed out by government offi  cials the ministry 
must be accountable to the public through its 
associations. This means ensuring each authorized 
person is doing his or her job properly and with 
the interest of protecting public health and 
environment. However, to do this the industry must 
be supported through proper administration of the 
regulation and government policy.  

The government must provide the proper 
environment in which the industry can work. This 
means the government must be accountable to the 
industry and the public by enforcing the regulations 
it creates through meaningful and inclusive forums 
for industry and public feedback and then to make 
reasonable changes to the program based on this 
feedback. 

BCOSSA represents 750 authorized persons and 
suppliers throughout BC. The BCOSSA members’ 
representation to the government has been cut off  
by the government without reason or explanation. 

As a BCOSSA member, we would ask you to consider 
the above comments and write or call your local 
member of the legislature or your local government 
elected offi  cials and raise your views with them.

Accountability only works if the industry holds the 
government and its offi  cials to account. To shoot 
the messenger in order to stop the accountability 
does nothing to resolve the matters of importance 
of protecting public health and the environment 
through a fi nancially stable and vibrant industry.

 

 Frank Hay
Past President, BCOSSA

Quote from the Health Authorities representative at the May 2006 1. 
Sewerage System Leadership Council meeting.

History of BCOSSA Activities for the Industry continued 
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15th Annual Conference & Tradeshow

 

BC Onsite Sewage Association
15th Annual 

Conference & Tradeshow  
February 25 – 26, 2011

at the

CASCADES CASINO 
 COAST HOTEL & CONVENTION CENTRE LANGLEY

20393 Fraser Highway
Langley BC 

Call for Papers!

If you or anyone you know has an interesting technique or technology that you 
think might be interesting to your colleagues please send an outline to

john.rowse@bcossa.com 
Paper must be of general interest and not designed to advertise a particular 

product or company.
Speakers will be given approximately 45 minutes to discuss their topic.
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SEWERAGE SYSTEM REGULATION  
Enviro-Septic® meets and exceeds the definition of a Type 2 Treatment 
Method as evidenced by two (2) standard setting and testing agencies  
recognized by the Standards Council of Canada. 

NSF International (NSF) and the Bureau d’ Normalization de Quebec (BNQ) 
are Standards Council of Canada recognized agencies. Contact Pinnacle for 
a copy of the NSF and BNQ listing or reports. These 2 certifications confirm 
the Type 2 Treatment Method. Adding an additional 300 mm of system sand 
under the Enviro-Septic® will give a Type 3 Treatment Method. 

STANDARD PRACTICE MANUAL & TECHNICAL BULLETIN 5    
The (SPM) Standard Practice Manual sets down the requirements for 
applying a Treatment Method into a variety of site conditions. Technical 
Bulletin No. 5 (TB5) was issued to provide additional information when 
considering the use of systems that offer combined treatment and dispersal. 

A SPM and TB5 Compliance Report was prepared by a BC Professional  
Engineering firm. This Compliance Report outlines and sets down that the 
Enviro-Septic® meets the SPM and TB5 and details how the authorized  
person is to follow the SPM and TB5. Additionally, the Compliance Report 
describes how to meet the SPM requirements for sites where pressure  
distribution is required. 

COMPLIANCE REPORT   The Enviro-Septic® technology meets the  
definition in the Regulation for a Type 2 Treatment Method and when applied 
in accordance with the compliance report, the Enviro-Septic® meets the  
requirements of the SPM. The compliance review report confirms that

1. Enviro-Septic® technology meets the SPM & TB5 
2. The Enviro-Septic® system is suitable for seasonal use applications. 
3. To apply the pressure distribution method that to dose-to-D Box by 

siphon or pump is an acceptable alternative to the pressurization of 
laterals to achieve immediate even distribution.

STANDARD PRACTICE    The BC Sewerage System Regulation defines 
“standard practice” as a means of constructing and maintaining a sewerage 
system that will ensure that the sewerage system does not cause, or  
contribute to, a health hazard. The Regulation allows for authorized persons 
to use the SPM as a means to ensure that standard practice is achieved. 
The authorized person is able to use Enviro-Septic® technology in  
accordance with the Compliance Report and they will have followed the 
SPM. Therefore the authorized person will meet the definition of “standard 
practice” pursuant to section 8 (3) of the regulation and to section 1.1.4 of 
the SPM. 
  

COMPETITOR  Ask them for a copy of their SPM & TB5 Compliance Report, 
accreditation report from NSF or BNQ and their design, installation and 
maintenance manual. Some of our competitors have these some do not. Be 
concerned about reports that are issued by agencies that are not recognized 
by the Standards Council of Canada. 

Contact Pinnacle for your copy of the Compliance Report, NSF listing 
or the BNQ 12 month testing report.

Enviro-Septic® and the Standard Practice Manual
ADVERTISEMENT 

Enviro-Septic® being installed following the 
hydraulic linear loading rate  

Bio-Accelerator™ provides for immediate even  
distribution throughout the rows. Dose-to-D Box or 
header provides equal distribution to each row of 
Enviro-Septic® Pipes. Laterals of Enviro-Septic® 
pipe are not pressurized and the wastewater flows 
by gravity throughout the entire row. 

Minimum Minimum as
Pre-Treatment and Vertical Constructed 

Disperal Type Separation in Vertical NOTES
Native Soil Separation

Type 2 Enviro-Septic® installed using
gravity 36" (91 cm) 36" (91 cm) gravity flow through D Box or Header

into 3" or 4" perforated pipe
Type 2 Enviro-Septic® installed using
pressure distribution Dose-to-D Box using siphon or pump
acceptable alternate as 24" (61 cm) 24" (61 cm) feeding directly into Enviro-Septic®
outlined in P. Eng. report
Type 2 Enviro-Septic® installed using
pressure distribution 18" (46 cm) 30" (76 cm) Dose-to-D Box using siphon or pump
acceptable alternate as feeding directly into Enviro-Septic®
outlined in P. Eng. report
Type 3 Enviro-Septic® installed using Dose-to
pressure distribution 18" (46 cm) 18" (46 cm) D Box using siphon or pump feeding 
acceptable alternate as directly into Enviro-Septic® plus another
outlined in P. Eng. report 300 mm of system sand underneath pipes
Type 3 Enviro-Septic® installed using Dose-to
pressure distribution 6" (15 cm) 24" (61 cm) D Box using siphon or pump feeding 
acceptable alternate as directly into Enviro-Septic® plus another
outlined in P. Eng. report 300 mm of system sand underneath pipes

Treatment Performance (from day 1) 
                              Influent             Effluent 
BOD5                      250                    < 5 
TSS                         250                    < 5 
* Fecal Coliform                       < 200 CFU/100 ml 

* Type 3 with an additional 300 cm of system sand 

    No Power      No Media Replacement      Low Maintenance 
Highest Treatment Performance             1 Day Installation 

Standards Council of Canada recognized Testing 

PINNACLE ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNOLOGIES INC. 
22867 Fraser Highway, Langley, BC 

866-514-7555           info@peti.ca            www.peti.ca 
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Westcoast Onsite Wastewater Training Centre 2010/2011 Schedule 

Course schedule is subject to change, please visit our website 
http://www.bcossa.com/jv/index.php/class-calendar for updates.

NOV - DEC  2010
VICTORIA (Camosun)

OS INTRO Introduction to Onsite Wastewater Systems Nov 1 - 3
OS INSTALL Onsite System Installation Nov 4 - 8
OS DRAWING Onsite Drawing Nov 9 - 10
OS SOILS Soils Assessment Nov 15 - 18
OS PLANNING Onsite System Planning Nov 19 - 26

FEB 2011
LOWER MAINLAND

OS INTRO Introduction to Onsite Wastewater Systems Feb 2 - 4 
OS INSTALL Onsite System Installation Feb 7 - 9
OS PLANNING Onsite System Planning Feb 10 -  11 - Feb 

14 - 17
OS SOILS Soils Assessment Feb 21 - 24 
OS DRAWING Onsite Drawing Feb 28 - Mar 1

MARCH 2011
KAMLOOPS

OS INTRO Introduction to Onsite Wastewater Systems Mar 14 - 16
OS INSTALL Onsite System Installation Mar 17 - 19
OS PLANNING Onsite Planning Mar 21 - 26
OS SOILS Soils Assessment Mar 28 - 31
OS DRAWING Onsite Drawing Apr 1 - 2

MAY 2011
PRINCE GEORGE

OS INTRO Introduction to Onsite Wastewater Systems May 2 - 4
OS INSTALL Onsite System Installation May 5 - 7
OS PLANNING Onsite System Planning May 9 - 14
OS SOILS Soils Assessment May 16 - 19

OS DRAWING Onsite Drawing May 20 - 21
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Eljen GSF Geotextile 
Sand Filter

FLEXIBLE SITE INSTALLATION

eljen.com
800-444-1359

Passive Advanced Treatment Technology

TIME PROVEN FOR 
OVER 25 YEARS

The BC Onsite Sewage Association has developed 
and implemented a central fi ling process known as 
BCFiling.ca, which is currently being used through 
Vancouver Island Health Authority’s lower island 
jurisdiction. The initial response to BCFiling.ca has 
been positive. Doug Marshall of Kens Septic in 
Victoria says “the system is so easy I’ll never fi le any 
other way” and “ this system is saving me hundreds 
of dollars” .

BCFiling.ca is a web based process that allows 
authorized persons to submit fi lings to the health 
authority from the comfort of their home or offi  ce. 
The system provides the AP with the ability to 
submit fi lings at any time of the day or week without 
traveling to a health authority offi  ce, saving time 
and money. The system also provides the AP with a 
permanent record, storage and tracking for all their 
fi lings and letters of certifi cation. 

For the health authority, the system provides 
secure electronic record management, saving 
time and resources. The BCFiling.ca system 
provides the ability to receive and review (if 

desired) documentation submitted by all APs in 
their region within one health authority offi  ce.  
The system is compatible with the current Health 
Space data management tool used by the health 
authorities. The BCFiling.ca system provides long 
term permanent storage of fi ling records and all 
attachments, signifi cantly reducing storage and staff  
resources for the onsite industry.

BCFiling.ca is the fi rst component of a two 
component system of fi le management and 
onsite system management. BCFiling.ca can be 
integrated into the patent pending onsite system 
management tool Guardian®, a web based tool 
designed for the ongoing management of onsite 
systems. The Guardian® system tracks the ongoing 
function and maintenance of onsite systems within 
a community, ensuring timely maintenance and 
proactive management of onsite systems to prevent 
malfunction. 

To learn more about BCFiling.ca or to schedule a 
web seminar call Liz Stewart -Jones at 250-758-8442 
or e-mail  info@bcossa.ca.

  Introduction of BCFiling.ca
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Ian Ralston has left his 
position as Chairperson of 
BCOSSA Technical Review 
Committee (TRC).

The TRC, under Ian's 
guidance has done a 
great deal of work on 
your behalf over the last 
several years including 
SPM version 2, technical 
bulletins and fi elding 
technical queries to name 
a few. 

On behalf of the BCOSSA 
membership and the 
Board of Directors, I would 
like to thank Ian for all his 
technical work. 

On a personal note, 
I am grateful for his 
thoroughness and 
attention to detail.

With the changes to the 
Regulation, the Board is 
reviewing the mandate 
of the TRC and starting 
to make inquiries 
for a Chairperson for 
the TRC. We invite 
your comments and 
suggestions for TRC 
Chairperson. If you 
know of someone you 
would like to nominate 
please contact the offi  ce 
(or myself directly).

Steve Warren 
President. BCOSSA

Technical Review Committee Changes 
THE INNOVATOR IS CIRCULATED TO:

Professional Engineers & Designers
Installation Contractors

Pumpers & Haulers
Environmental Health Offi cers & Regulators

Local Government Offi cials
Manufacturers & Suppliers to the Industry

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT
ADVERTISING IN THE INNOVATOR

PLEASE CONTACT:

Liz Stewart-Jones
BC Onsite Sewage Association

Box 101 - 6450 Island Hwy, Nanaimo BC V9T 1X2
Phone: 250-758-8442 or Email: liz@bcossa.com




